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independent sects is not an ideal representation of the Christian brotherhood. 
The problem of Christian union faces the church of the twentieth century. 

J. W. Moncrief. 
The University of Chicago. 

From Apostle to Priest : A Study of Early Church Organiza- 
tion. By James W. Falconer. New York: Scribner, 1900. 
Pp. xi + 292. $1.75. 

This volume is made up of lectures delivered in Queen's Univer- 
sity, Kingston, Canada. Our author first ably discusses " Form and 
Spirit." He then shows that Christ founded the church, and gave to 
it a ministry and the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper. 
Under the apostles the organization was developed as exigencies arose. 
Two classes of permanent officers appeared, bishops or elders and 
deacons. The evidence is quite decisive that in apostolic times the words 
"bishop" and "elder" designated the same officer. The term "elder," 
however, may point especially to the office, while "bishop," episco- 
pos, designates the principal duty of the office. In the New Testament 
there is no basis for the modern, diocesan bishop. All attempts to 
show that James, the Lord's brother, and Timothy and Titus were 
types of the modern bishop have failed. In the apostolic fathers there 
is no trace of a bishop that as an officer outranks an elder, except in 
Ignatius, who belongs to the first half of the second century. Even 
then the outranking bishop was not diocesan, but was confined in his 
duties to a single congregation. But in Carthage, during the first half 
of the third century, under the lead of Cyprian, the modern bishop at 
last emerges, and with him also comes sacerdotalism. The doctrine of 
the universal priesthood of believers began to vanish from the minds 
of men, and bishops became the channels through which penitents 
approached God. Thus we are led from apostle to priest. 

Our author holds that all New Testament churches, both in Jewish 
and Greek communities, were of the same type; but that no type of 
church government is of divine origin. Communities of believers are 
at liberty to form such governments for themselves as, in their judg- 
ment, are most expedient. And the character of the government which 
they may choose will usually be largely determined by the nature of 
the civil government under which they may chance to be. Still, we 
cannot forget that the apostolic churches, formed under the imperial 
government of Rome, were pure democracies, and continued to be 
such until there was a sad decline in their piety. Moreover, may not 
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the voluntary church government, formed under the direction of inspired 
apostles, have been of divine origin ? Is its voluntariness incompatible 
with divineness ? In almost everything connected with the Christian 
life, like conversion and sanctification, the human and the divine 
cooperate with each other; why not in the formation of church govern- 
ment also ? 

Our author's style is clear and direct. His thought is thorough, 
and his method is scientific. He gives ample recognition of the best 
New Testament and ecclesiastical scholarship of the day. Views that 
are contrary to his own he states fairly. At times he is compelled to 
be in a measure controversial, but he is always courteous and brotherly. 

But this excellent book has no index. 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Die wirtschaftliche Thatigkeit der Kirche in Deutsch- 
land. Von Theo. Sommerlad. Erster Band. Leipzig: 
Weber, 1900. Pp. x-f 366. M. 20. 

WlRTSCHAFTSGESCHICHTLICHE UNTERSUCHUNGEN. Von THEO. 

Sommerlad. I. Heft: Zur Wurdigung neuester rechtsge- 
schicktlicher Kritik. Leipzig : Weber, 1900. Pp.83. M. 1. 

That the Christian church has a large part to take in the solution 
of the social and economic problems before the world today will hardly 
be questioned by any large-minded student. That it has hitherto been 
an important factor in social development is a plain matter of history. 
But the question has arisen whether this ecclesiastical activity in social 
and economic affairs has been always, or even generally, beneficial. 
This question cannot be answered by snap judgment, but only by 
patient accumulation of facts, careful investigation, and rigid deduction. 
This is the task which Dr. Sommerlad has set for himself. He is pri- 
vate docent in economic and mediaeval history in the university of 
Halle. For several years he has been gathering material, until now he 
has a great mass of original sources. In the luxurious volume before 
us we have the results of his long and careful reflection on his mate- 
rial. 

This first volume covers the ground from the beginning of church 
influence in Germany to Charles the Great. It consists of an introduc- 
tion and four chapters. The first chapter is an outline of German 
economy and society before their connection with the church. The 
motive of the chapter is given in a quotation from Nietzsche : " It is a 



